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THE 2009 CHAMPIONS TROPHY  

GOES INTERNATIONAL  

 

 
The aim of the 2009 Champions Trophy is to promote French football internationally. After an in-depth 
selection process involving several potential candidatures, the city of Montreal and its Olympic Stadium was 
chosen.  
 
¢ƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ [ƛƎǳŜ м ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ [CtΩǎ ōƭǳŜ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ōȅ ро ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
around the world, making Ligue 1 accessible in 160 countries ς TV5 also carries the Ligue 1 and broadcasts in 
French to over 200 countries.  
The Professional Football League (Ligue de Football Professionnel ς LFP) has undertaken in recent seasons to 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ [ƛƎǳŜ мΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΥ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ IƛƎƘ 
Definition matches, as well as three weekly magazine programmes produced exclusively for the international 
audience.  
 
Added to this series of broadcast programmes, the LFP also provides fans and journalists of the Ligue 1 with a 
host of weekly tools to get the most out of their French football experience via a series of PDF documents to 
download free of charge from its English language website www.ligue1.com: the weekly Newsletter, as well as 
individual match press kits with comprehensive statistics, including team head-to-head information.  
 
Growing consistently since 2004, Ligue 1 is particularly popular in other French-language countries. In Sub-
Saharan Africa, the number of broadcasters has grown from two to eight while in North Africa and the Middle 
East, Ligue 1 now boasts no less than nine broadcasters, showing Ligue 1 matches weekly.  
 
The aim to continue growing into new and developing markets as well as the proximity of French-speaking 
Quebec convinced the LFP to organise the 2009 Champions Trophy in Montréal , the ideal doorway to the 
bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ άǎƻŎŎŜǊέ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  
 
The organisational role has been attributed to the local Montreal Impact football club. Founded in 1993, 
Montreal Impact was created by the Saputo group, a Canadian agro-alimentation giant. The club is run by 
president Joey Saputo whose ambition is to develop the love of football in Quebec. Impact plays in the Premier 
Division of the USL (United Soccer Leagues) and is hoping to integrate the MLS (Major League Soccer) in the 
coming seasons. Champion of Canada in 2008, the Montreal Impact played a quarter-final of the CONCACAF 
Champions League, at the Montreal Olympic Stadium in front of more than 55,000 spectators, further proof of 
the growing passions of the Quebec people embracing football. The joining of forces of the Montreal Impact ad 
LFP was a natural union for the good of football. Given the unique context, the LFP has moved to optimise 
media coverage of the event. The match will be broadcast live in France by the channel Direct 8. The free to air 
channel, Direct 8, after bidding during the last round of offers for the Ligue 1, continues its development into 
football after acquiring the rights to the France Under-21 team matches and the UEFA Under-21 European 
Championships and having already broadcast numerous UEFA Cup club matches. In Canada, the Champions 
Trophy will benefit from exceptional media coverage. The Montreal Impact and the Radio-Canada sports 
department have announced that the match will be broadcast live on Radio-Canada, the Canadian public 
French language channel from 19:00GMT. The Champions Trophy will also be broadcast on TV5 Monde, the 
largest French-language television channel in the world, with a potential audience of 190million people in over 
200 countries outside of France, Belgium, Switzerland and Canada. 
  
 
 

http://www.ligue1.com/


PRESS KIT  19:00 GMT Montreal Olympic Stadium 
Saturday July 25 2009   

Ligue 1.com 3 

TWO CHAMPIONS FOR ONE TROPHY  

 

The traditional Ligue 1 curtain-raiser since its inception in 1995, the Champions Trophy is, for the first time in 
history, heading overseas! And so it is that Montreal will host the meeting of FC Girondins de Bordeaux, 
champion of France, and En Avant Guingamp, 2009 French Cup winners.  
Winners of the 2008 Champions Trophy, FC Girondins de Bordeaux were crowned French champions for the 

sixth time in the clubôs history on the final day of the 2008/09 campaign. The Ligue 1 crown capping off an 

historic triple for the club (Ligue 1, Champions Trophy and League Cup)! For their part, their opponents from 

Guingamp produced one of the results of the season when they won the French Cup in front of 80,000 at the 

Stade de France, becoming just the second Ligue 2 side to lift the Cup in the competitionôs illustrious history. 
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EA GUINGAMP   

 

 
 

 
 
En Avant de Guingamp was founded in 1912.  
EA Guingamp has spent seven seasons in Ligue 1: from 1995 to 1998 and from 2000 to 2004.  
EA Guingamp won the Intertoto Cup and qualified for the UEFA Cup in the 1996/97 season.  
In 1997, EA Guingamp qualified for the French Cup final for the first time (beaten by OGC Nice 1-1, 3-4 pens).  
Inter Milan visited the Stade du Roudourou in Guingamp in the first round of the UEFA Cup in 1996/97. The 
eventual winners of the competition (a star-studded Inter with players such as Djorkaeff, Angloma, Zanetti and 
Zamorano) won 3-0 in Brittany. In the return match in Milan, the EAG produced a solid performance, holding 
the Nerazzurri 1-1.  
In the victorious Cup run in 2008/09, EA Guingamp defeated three Ligue 1 clubs (Rd-of-16: 1-0 v Le Mans UC 
72; semi-final: 2-1 v Toulouse FC; final: 2-1 v Stade Rennais FC).  
In the French Cup semi-final against Toulouse, EA Guingamp qualified 2-1 in the final minutes. In the final at the 
Stade de France EA Guingamp equalised two minutes after Rennes had opened the scoring and then scored the 
winning goal seven minutes from time.  
En Avant de Guingamp is competing in its first ever Champions Trophy.  
Wilson Oruma, the EA Guingamp playmaker, was Olympic champion at the 1996 Atlanta Games and played at 
the 1998 World Cup with Nigeria.  
Sporting manager of EA Guingamp, Xavier Gravelaine, also played for the club between November 1995 and 
June 1996. The former international (four caps) scored nine goals for EAG.  
Noël Le Graët took over the presidency of the club in June 1972. He quit the presidency in September 1991 to 
become president of the Professional Football League (Ligue de Football Professionnel - LFP), and remained in 
place until 2000. President Le Graët returned to the club in June 2002. He is currently vice-president of the 
French Football Federation. Noël Le Graët was Mayor of Guingamp from 1993 to 2008.  
 
 
 

DEUX CHAMPIONS DU MONDE  
Two members of the France 1998 World Cup winning squad played for En Avant de Guingamp: full-back 
Vincent Candela (1995-97) and striker Stéphane Guivarc'h (1991-95).  
Seven France internationals have played for EA Guingamp during their careers: Raymond Kéruzoré (2 caps), 
Fabrice Divert (3 caps), Jean-Pierre Papin (54 caps), Xavier Gravelaine (4 caps), Vincent Candela (40 caps), 
Stéphane Guivarc'h (14 caps), Florent Malouda (45 caps before July 1 2009)  
Emblematic captain, Claude Michel played his entire career for EA Guingamp, from 1992 to 2005. During his 
397 matches with les Rouge et Noir, "Coco" scored the goal which earned promotion in to Ligue 1 in 1995.  
15 former or current EA Guingamp players have disputed at least one Champions Trophy match: Nicolas 
Savinaud, Nestor Fabbri (3 times), Nicolas Laspalles, Lionel Mathis (2 times), Stéphane Carnot, Fabrice Fiorèse, 
Christian Bassila, Pierre-Yves André, Badara Sène, Alioune Touré, Wagneau Eloi, Arnaud Gonzalez, Jérôme 
Leroy, Richard Martini and Stéphane Le Garrec (1 time).  
In 1994/95, striker Stéphane Guivarc'h was named Ligue 2 Player of the Season after scoring 23 goals. Guivarc'h 
scored 68 goals in 120 games for EA Guingamp.  
/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ 9! DǳƛƴƎŀƳǇΩǎ /ƭŀǳŘŜ aƛŎƘŜƭΣ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ [ƛƎǳŜ н tƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мффуκфф 
campaign.  
EA Guingamp coach for the 1994/95 season, Francis Smerecki, was named Ligue 2 Coach of the Season. 
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DROGBA-MALOUDA, EA GUINGAMPõS DYNAMIC DUO 
Before playing Chelsea, striker Didier Drogba already formed a stunning partnership with winger Florent 
aŀƭƻǳŘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƛǘǘŀƴȅ ŎƭǳōΣ ƻǾŜǊ му ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нллн ŀƴŘ нллоΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ Ŏŀptain scored 24 
goals in 50 matches with EAG.  
France international Florent Malouda earned his Ligue 1 debut with En Avant in 2000. He played 97 matches on 
the Guingamp left flank until her joined Olympique Lyonnais in 2003.  
The Drogba-Malouda Dynamic Duo provided a wonderful parting gift for EAG in their last game together on the 
final day of the 2002/03 Ligue 1 season ς both scoring braces in a 4-1 away win over French champions 
Olympique Lyonnais.  
En Avant finished the 2002/03 season in seventh place - their highest ever finish in Ligue 1.  
 
 
 

A BALLON D'OR PLAYED FOR GUINGAMP  
In the 1998/99 term, Jean-Pierre Papin brought the curtain down on his professional playing career at EA 
Guingamp. In three months and ten matches, JPP, five times top scorer in [ƛƎǳŜ м ŀƴŘ мффм .ŀƭƭƻƴ ŘΩhǊΣ ǎŎƻǊŜŘ 
three goals.  
In 1996/97, Christopher Wreh was an EA Guingamp forward. He is the cousin of 1995 Ballon d'Or George 
Weah.  
EA Guingamp full-ōŀŎƪ ¸ǾŜǎ 5ŜǊƻŦŦ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΥ Ligue 1 in 
2001 with FC Nantes; League Cup in 2005 with RC Strasbourg; and the French Cup in 1999 and 2000 with FC 
Nantes and in 2009 with EA Guingamp.  
Thibault Giresse, the new Guingamp signing, is the son of former Bordeaux and France legend Alain Giresse.  
Right-back Thierry Argelier joined EA Guingamp from Créteil this summer.  
Senegal international Moustapha Diallo (23yrs, 1.90m) also joined the club to strengthen the midfield.  
Full-back Luis Delgado, who joined the club this summer from FC Metz, played at the 2006 World Cup for 
Angola.  

 

On October 10 2009, the Stade du Roudourou will host the World Cup qualifier between France and the Faroe 
Islands.  
9!DΩǎ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ муΣллл ŦŀƴǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ DǳƛƴƎŀƳǇ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ тΣулл ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘs.  
EA Guingamp is the first Brittany club since FC Lorient in 2003 to play in the Champions Trophy.  
EA Guingamp was leader of Ligue 1 after Week 3 of the 2002/03 season, after an epic 3-3 draw with Olympique 
Lyonnais in which they opened the scoring and then equalised through Didier Drogba in the final minute and 
consecutive wins against AC Ajaccio, 0-2, and Stade Rennais FC, 3-0.  
EAGôs last victory over FCG Bordeaux came 2-1 back on April 13, 2002, at the Stade du Roudourou (Week 32 

of the 2001/02 season), thanks to goals from Yannick Baret and Florent Malouda. 
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FC GIRONDINS DE BORDEAUX  

 

In Montreal, for the 2009 Champions Trophy, FCG Bordeaux will be disputing the 17th national 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƴƛƴŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ǳǇ ŦƛƴŀƭǎΣ ŦƛǾŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ Cup finals and two Champions 
Trophies.  

FCG Bordeaux completed an historic triple during the 2008/09 season in winning the Ligue 1 title, the 
Champions Trophy and the League Cup.  
FCG Bordeaux has won the French Ligue 1 crown six times (1950, 1984, 1986, 1987, 1999 and 2009).  
FCG Bordeaux has been playing in Ligue 1 since 1992 and this season, will be taking part in its 18th consecutive 
season in the French top flight.  
In the 2008/09 campaign, FCG Bordeaux finished the season with the second best attack in Ligue 1 with 64 
goals scored and three players with more than ten goals apiece: Marouane Chamakh and Fernando Cavenaghi 
with 13 goals and Yoann Gourcuff with 12 goals.  
FCG Bordeaux remained undefeated at their home ground, the Stade Chaban-Delmas, all season. Les Girondins 
are undefeated in 33 consecutive home matches in Ligue 1.  
Jean-Louis Triaud, current FCG Bordeaux president, was already in place when the club won the 1999 Ligue 1 
crown.  
Zinédine Zidane (1998) and Jean-Pierre Papin (1991) are the two Ballons d'Or winners to have sported the 
famous white V on navy blue.  
FCG Bordeaux has already played in two Champions Trophy matches. The defending champions, last season 
they defeated Olympique Lyonnais at the Stade Chaban-Delmas (0-0, 5-4 pens). In 2000, they lost to FC Nantes, 
0-1.  
FCG Bordeaux has already played two Brittany clubs in domestic finals. Both came in League Cup finals when 
they defeated FC Lorient, 3-0 in 2002, and again last April when they defeated Vannes OC, 4-0.  
Goalkeeper Ulrich Ramé has already appeared in two Champions Trophy matches in 2000 and 2008.  
Former club playmaker, youth product, and European champion in 1984, Alain Giresse played a record 519 
matches in a Bordeaux shirt between 1970 and 1986, scoring 159 goals. Alain Giresse is the top scorer in 
.ƻǊŘŜŀǳȄΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  
Nine players have gone on to coach FC Girondins de Bordeaux: Michel Pavon, Eric Guérit, Gernot Rohr, Didier 
Couécou, Christian Montes, André Gérard, Camille Libar, Jean-Pierre Bakrim and Santiago Urtizberea.  
1998 World Cup winners Christophe Dugarry and Bixente Lizarazu are both FCG Bordeaux youth products. 

  

 


